(Act 3 cont’d) leaves he invites everyone to his next bullfight in Seville.
Micaéla is discovered; at first, José will not leave with her despite Carmen's
mockery, but he agrees to go when told that his mother is dying. He departs,
vowing he will return. Escamillo is heard in the distance, singing the toreador's
song.

Act 4: A square in Seville. At the back, the walls of an ancient amphitheatre

Zuniga, Frasquita and Mercédés are among the crowd awaiting the arrival of
the bullfighters, Escamillo enters with Carmen, and they express their mutual
love. As Escamillo goes into the arena, Frasquita and Mercédés warn Carmen
that Jos¢ is nearby, but Carmen is unafraid and willing to speak to him. Alone,
she is confronted by the desperate José. While he pleads vainly for her to return
to him, cheers are heard from the arena. As José¢ makes his last entreaty,
Carmen contemptuously throws down the ring he gave her and attempts to
enter the arena. He then stabs her, and as Escamillo is acclaimed by the crowds,
Carmen dies. José kneels and sings "Ah! Carmen! ma Carmen adorée!"; as the
crowd exits the arena, José confesses to killing Carmen.

New Jersey Lyric Opera is a New Jersey-based touring opera repertory company
bringing timeless classics to life, serving the Tri State area. NJLO’s mission is to
provide performance venues for vocal artists to create and curate meaningful
performances to audiences. NJ Lyric Opera has supported singers, music
technologists and instrumentalists while curating 18 meaningful performances,
while also helping raise donations for numerous local
charities and a youth orchestra.

Interested in supporting NJLO? Learn more here: Friends
of New Jersey Lyric Opera is an important group that will
help continue NJLO’s future mission.

Contact us at njlyricopera@gmail.com

THANK YOU for coming to our show!
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Bessilieu, Michael Almstedt, Diana Maurer, Jane Coult, Shawn Simmons,
Michael Jennetta, Nick Mastalesz, Sheron Mzstar, Zoey Montplaisir, our
wonderful artists and Kelsey Theatre!
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New Jersey Lyric Opera and Kelsey Theatre present

Carmen

Composed by Georges Bizet
Libretto by Henri Meilhac and Ludovic Halévy

Based on the novella Carmen by Prosper Mérimée

Carmen, A bohemian girl...............c.cooiiiiiiiiiiii e, Brittany Morgan
Don José, Corporal of Dragoons .........................oeveevev e Chris Lorge
Escamillo, Toreador ..........coevviiiiiiii e Timothy Kjer
Micaéla, A Village Maiden .......... Stacey Climie Canterbury ...Sarah Joseph

Zuniga, Lieutenant of Dragoons .............ccoevvvviiiiiiiniannn... Charles Witmer
Morales, Corporal of Dragoons..........o.vvvveviiiniinieiineeannnns. Maxwell Brey
Frasquita, companion of Carmen ..... .... Gabriella Giancola.......Alyssa Brode
Mercédes, companion of Carmen.................. Sydney Perez........ Jenna Sims
Le Dancaire, smuggler .........cooviiiiiiiiiiii i, Brenten McGee
Le Remendado, smuggler.............oovvviiiiiiiiiiiii e, Michael Serra

Ensemble: Daniele Bendjy, John Calkins, Susan Myers, Cruz Roger Romero

Directed and staged by John Calkins, Artistic Director
Orchestral Music licensed through G7music and Lyrical Opera Productions
Music Editing by Volare Productions

Act 1: A square in Seville, Spain, around 1820 near a cigarette factory

A group of soldiers relax in the square, waiting for the changing of the guard
and commenting on the passers-by. Micaéla appears, seeking José. Morales
tells her that "José is not yet on duty" and invites her to wait with them. She
declines, saying she will return later. José arrives with the new guard.

Carmen enters and sings her provocative habanera on the untameable nature of
love . The men plead with her to choose a lover, and after some teasing she
throws a flower to Don José, who thus far has been ignoring her but is now
annoyed by her insolence.

As the women go back to the factory, Micaéla returns and gives José a letter
and a kiss from his mother . He reads that his mother wants him to return
home and marry Micaéla, who retreats in shy embarrassment on learning this.
Just as José declares that he is ready to heed his mother's wishes, the women
stream from the factory in great agitation. Zuniga, the officer of the guard,

learns that Carmen has attacked a woman with a knife. When challenged,
Carmen answers with mocking defiance; Zuniga orders José to tie her hands
while he prepares the prison warrant. Left alone with José, Carmen beguiles
him with a seguidilla, in which she sings of a night of dancing and passion with
her lover—whoever that may be—in Lillas Pastia's tavern. Confused yet
mesmerised, Jos¢ agrees to free her hands; as she is led away she pushes her
escort to the ground and runs off laughing. José is arrested for dereliction of
duty.

Act 2 Lillas Pastia's Inn

Two months have passed. Carmen and her friends Frasquita and Mercédes are
entertaining Zuniga and other officers in Pastia's inn. Carmen is delighted to
learn of José's release from two months' detention. Outside, a chorus and
procession announces the arrival of the toreador Escamillo . Invited inside, he
introduces himself with the "Toreador Song" and sets his sights on Carmen,
who brushes him aside. Lillas Pastia hustles the crowds and the soldiers away.

When only Carmen, Frasquita and Mercédés remain, smugglers Dancaire and
Remendado arrive and reveal their plans to dispose of some recently acquired
contraband .Frasquita and Mercédeés are keen to help them, but Carmen refuses,
since she wishes to wait for José. After the smugglers leave, José arrives.
Carmen treats him to a private exotic dance, but her song is joined by a distant
bugle call from the barracks. When José says he must return to duty, she mocks
him, and he answers by showing her the flower that she threw to him in the
square. Unconvinced, Carmen demands he show his love by leaving with her.
José refuses to desert, but as he prepares to depart, Zuniga enters looking for
Carmen. He and José fight. Carmen summons her gypsy comrades, who
restrain Zuniga. Having attacked a superior officer, José now has no choice but
to join Carmen and the smugglers.

Act 3: A wild spot in the mountains

Carmen and José enter with the smugglers and their booty; Carmen has now
become bored with José and tells him scornfully that he should go back to his
mother. Frasquita and Mercédés amuse themselves by reading their fortunes
from the cards; Carmen joins them and finds that the cards are foretelling her
death, and José's. The smugglers depart to transport their goods while the
women distract the local customs officers. José is left behind on guard duty.

Micaéla enters with a guide, seeking José and determined to rescue him from
Carmen. On hearing a gunshot she hides in fear; it is José, who has fired at an
intruder who proves to be Escamillo. José's pleasure at meeting the bullfighter
turns to anger when Escamillo declares his infatuation with Carmen. The pair
fight, but are interrupted by the returning smugglers and girls. As Escamillo



